REPORT ON THE RESULTS ON CONDUCTED CONSULTATIONS ON THE DRAFT LAW ON AMENDMENTS TO THE LAW ON PUBLIC PROCUREMENT

Pursuant to Article 44 of the  Based on Article 44 of the Decree on the methodology of public policy management, analysis of the effects of public policies and regulations and the content of individual public policy documents (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia”, No. 8/19), the Ministry of Finance publishes the Report on the results of consultations on the Draft Law on Amendments to the Law on Public Procurement (hereinafter referred to as: the Draft Law).
The field of public procurement in the Republic of Serbia is governed by the Law on Public Procurement (“Official Gazette of Republic of Serbia”, No. 91/19, hereinafter referred to as: the PPL). The PPL established a legislative framework in the field of public procurement in the Republic of Serbia that is in accordance with the legislation and practice of the European Union, i.e., a system was established that enables compliance with the basic principles of freedom of movement of goods, freedom of business establishment and freedom of service provision and the principles derived from them arise, such as the principle of economy and efficiency, the principle of ensuring competition and the prohibition of discrimination, the principle of transparency of the public procurement procedure, the principle of equality of economic operators, the principle of proportionality. 
The proposed draft law seeks further alignment with the good practice of the European Union, as well as further strengthening of the modern and efficient system of public procurement, all with the aim of improving the performance of public procurement.  
The proposed amendments to the PPL, the responsible institutions, as well as the deadline for the implementation of activities, are defined in the Action Plan for 2023 for the implementation of the Public Procurement Development Program in the Republic of Serbia for the period 2019-2023, within the measure “Improvement of the legal framework”.  
We point out that in the process of passing the Law on Amendments to the Law on Public Procurement, a Working Group was formed, consisting of representatives of the Ministry of Finance, the Public Procurement Office, the Republic Commission for the Protection of Rights in Public Procurement Procedures, the Chamber of Commerce of Serbia and the NALED.  The working group prepared a working version of the Draft Law, which was published on the websites of the Ministry of Finance, the Public Procurement Office and the e-Consultation portal. The draft law will be published before the start of the public discussion, in accordance with the above-mentioned regulation governing the consultation process, and after entering all accepted comments, suggestions and objections. As part of this consultative process, the plan is to organise a public discussion will be organised in the period from 26 July to 15 August, about which the interested public will be informed in a timely manner via the website of the Ministry of Finance, the Office for Public Procurement and the e-Consultation portal.
Bearing in mind that the consultations began on 26 June with the publication of the working version of the Draft Law on the websites of the Ministry of Finance and the Public Procurement Office, i.e., the e-Consultation portal, interested parties had the opportunity until 5 July 2023 to submit their remarks, proposals and comments, both electronically and by mail.
During the consultations, remarks, proposals and suggestions were received from:
· Misdemeanor Appellate Court - Network of Judges;
· Institute for Molecular Genetics and Genetic Engineering, University of Belgrade;
· Business association “Bidders of Serbia”;
· Attorney Dušan Garašanin;
· Transparency Serbia;
· Institute for Public Health of Vojvodina;
· Working groups of the National Convention on the European Union for Chapter 5;
· Tenderi, doo, Kragujevac;
· Chambers of Public Procurement of Serbia;
· Biljana Arsenijević;
· Union of Employers of Serbia;
· Ministry of Finance, Tax Administration - Central Office;
· Association of professionals in public procurement of the Republic of Serbia.

Please note that remarks, proposals and suggestions that were submitted after 5 July, have not been taken into consideration at this time, but the Working Group for Drafting the Law will take them into consideration during the public discussion.
After the end of the consultations, the Working Group considered all the received remarks, proposals and suggestions. Attached is a Table with remarks and explanations. Accepted remarks have been incorporated into the text of the Draft Law, which will be available in a timely manner, before the start of the public hearing, on the Internet pages of the Ministry of Finance, the Public Procurement Office, as well as on the e-Consultation portal.  
